Neuropsychological status of patients with congenital and rheumatic heart diseases: preoperative and postoperative comparison.
Thirty surgical patients receiving surgery for congenital heart or rheumatic heart disease were compared with a match control group on a battery of neuropsychological tests. Subjects were examined prior to surgery, 4 weeks post- and again 6 months postsurgery. Preoperative surgical subjects showed a generalized impairment in functioning suggestive of brain dysfunction secondary to hypoxia. Improvement following surgery was attributed to practice effects.